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PREFACE 


2. HE following Excerpts were thrown together 
22 Moy . 

# T ſome Time ago by Way of common Place, to lay 
* the Foundation of a Diſcourſe upon the ſeveral 
Topicks ; which IT conceived would be ſerviceable, at 


leaſt to that Part of the Country I was ſettled in, where 


there are great Numbers of Roman Catholichs; (if I 
may uſe ſo ungrammatical a Term) but other Employ- 


ent, and ſome Diſcouragements call'd me off from that 
efign, which I had wholly laid aſide, However, as T 
have written a ſmall Diſcourſe of the like Tendency, it 
7s prefum'd to be of Uſe to ſubjoin thoſe ſcatter'd Re- 
marks upon tbe moſt noted Romiſh Errors, whereby any 
common Reader may be fore-armed againſt the Delufions 
nom ſo much ſtirring among ns, I have elſewhere obſerv- 
ed, that as we are in a Manner challenged by the Romi ſs 
Party to revive the Controverſy between us and them. 
(for why otherwiſe have they taken up the Pen afreſh, 
when they have been ſo compleatly defeated ? ) there is a 
Neceſſity to ſhew our People, that we are yet able to com- 
bate the Romaniſts ; nay, ready to dare them to the Engage- 
ment. And ſince the SubjeT has been exhauſted on both 
Sides; it would be ſufficient to refreſh the Arguments; 
or to preſent the Sͤubſtance of what has been already 
written at large in ſmaller Tracts; or new dreſſed up - 

2 al 


[ 11 

the Diſputants own Manner, provided that the Force 
and Convidion of what has been urged before, be kept 
up and maintain*d with the ſame Cogency. 

There is little elſe in the following Leaves but what 
Has been pick'd out of other Books; which, as I have 
not had leiſure of making better Uſe of, I hop'd it 
would anſwer ſome End, and be better than doing no- 


thing, to give it in the naked Repreſentation in which 


it now appears; for Truth is not afraid of appearing 
naked, but is more likely to make a good Impreſſion upon 
all ingenuous Spirits, and eſpegially ſuch as have not 
been miſled with Books of Controverſy, than if it was 
preſented with the moſt artful Inſinuations of Addreſs, 
It may be alſo urged for the Revival of old Argu- 
ments, That People are not at all Times equally ſuſcep- 
table of good Impreſſions; the ſame Argument may there- 
ore „ * at one Time, which bas failbd at another. 
With this View, T ſuppoſe it is that the Apoſtle exhorts 
us, To be Inſtant in Seaſon, and out of Seaſon. 
What has been forgot, or been little attended to before, 


may, at a more favourable Opportunity, thro' ſome par- 


ticular Circumſtances, be mofe happily entertained. 
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An ABSTRACT of ſome of the Romiſh 
ERRORS, with ſome ACCOUNTS 
when they were introduced mto, or 
firft known, in the CHURCH. 


2 HE Roman Religion is not truly antient 
> in any other Articles, but thoſe in the 
Apoſtles Creed, and other Doctrines e vi- 
dently founded upon Expreſs Words of 
Holy Scripture. 

That Prayers to the Saints are not men- 
tioned by CyrIsT and his Apoſtles, is 
confeſſed by ſeveral of the Roman Divines. As likewiſe 
Indulgences, which are not to be found in Scripture, nor 
in the ancient Writers. | 

TRANSUBSTANTIATION can't be prov'd from Scrip- 
ture, by the Confeſſion of three Cardinals. Fiſher, de 
Alliaco, Cajetan. Communion in one Kind, or taking 
away the Cup from the People, no older than the 
Council of Conſtance, Anno 1415. 3 

PURGATORY not generally believed in the Church, 
'til! about eleven hundred Years aſter CHRIS, as we 
are aſſur d trom Hiſtory, Vid. Otto Friſing. Chronic. 


Anno 1146. 


PRAV ERS to deliver Souls from thence, confeſſed by 
Popiſh Writers, to have been firſt appointed by Odilo, 
Abbot of Clugny, An. 1000. 

WorsHiPPING of Go by Images, not allow'd of 


. by ancient Fathers, as the Popiſh Writers acknowledge. 


Clemangis, Polydore Virgil, Pereſius, Aiola, +-------- the 


Decree concerning it deriv'd no higher than the Second 
| Council 


Fa 1 
Council of Nice, An. 787. Both the Council and Doc- 
trine rejected for many Years after by the French, Eng- 
liſh and German Churches. 

IN puLeENCES not ancient. No good Proof for 
'em before the Time of Pope Alexander 3. An. 1160. 
or however the Council of Clermont, An 1096. 
Scioppius de Indulg. Boniface 9th the firſt that made 
Money of them, An. 1399. the firſt Jubilee (the chief 
Market far em) not an hundred Years before. 

Crrinacy, and the renouncing their Wives, impos'd 
upon Prieſts by Pope Hildebrand, not before the 25 
1074. This Innovation, generally condemn'd, as pro- 
ceeding from an indiſcreet Zeal, and contrary to the O- 
pinions of the Fathers: Not receiv'd in England for a- 
bove 1co Years after. | | Fe 

AVURICULAR Confeſſion to a Prieſt, not impoſcd as 
neceſſary betore the Lateran Council, An. 1215. 

Tak Romiſh Doctors own, that Tranſubſtantiation 


was not held by the Fathers, and Pope Gelafius himſelf 


aftirms, That the Elements ceaſe not to be of the Subſtance 
of Bread and Mine; de ſecundis Naturis, contra Eutych. 
Tranſubſtantiation confeſſed by the School-men not to 
be ancient. Suarez & Nuns Scotus, deny it flatly. 
SEVERAT, of the Popiſh Doctrines no older than the 
late Council of Trent, which Council} was never fully al- 
lowed by the French, and was never receiv'd by the 
Engliſh Nation. | 
JusTIF1cATION by the Merit of good Works then 
ſ-t on Foot. Now fince theſe Doctrines are made out to 
be of a late ſtanding, and not to be prov'd from Scripture 
and the ancient Writers, what Authority has the Church 
of Rome to eſtabliſh them into Articles ot Faith, and 
obtrude them on all thoſe of her Communion, as ne- 
ceſſary to Salvation? All that can be plaufibly faid, and 
what is urg'd of their own Writers for it, is this, Tha? 
theſe Determinations were made by Virtue of Apoſtolical 
Tradition, preſerved in rhe Roman Church from the Be- 
gizning ; and thus all their Innovations are reſolved into 


Oral Tradition, and the Infallibility of their Church. 


| Certainly this is giving the Cauſe againſt themſelves ; 


for what is it, but confeſſing that the Scriptures, the an- 
cient Fathers, and all written Records, are againſt em? 
But let us aſk em, what Witneſſes they have tor the 
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ruth of theſe unknown Traditions of theirs, which are 
only in their keeping, T7 therefore may have been de- 


viſcd by themſelves ? We muſt take em upon their 
Word, if we will bave 'em: but it's very ſuſpicious, 
their Witneſs is not true, who bear Witneſs to themſelves. 
Beſides, it may very juſtly make us inquire, whether 
theſe Apoſtslical J raditions were known to the former 
Popes, or not? If not, how came the later Popes to the 
Notice of *em? If they were acquainted with them of 
old, how came they to let em ſlecp ſo long, and let the 
Church err for ſo many Ages for the Want of em? 
Did they acquit themſelves well of their Primacy over 
the Univerſal Church, in thus concealing from it ſuch 
Requiſites to eternal Salvation? The Truth of it is, they 
were evidently entire Strangers to any ſuch Traditions, 
and the later Popes have invented them to ſave their 
Authority, and countenance their innovating Practices, as 
appears from the ancient Popes declaring quite contrary 
to theſe pretended 'Traditionary Doctrines: For Inſtance, 

Por k Gaius afſures us, That the Righteouſneſs of 
the Saints avails nothing to our Pardon and Juſtification. 

Tr ANSUBSTANTIATION Was denied by Pope Gela- 
fius, as we obſerved before, Gregory the Great did the 
ſame, and ſaid, he was the Emperor's Servant and owed 
him Obedience. He denied the Title of univerſal Biſhop, 
(Epiſt. ad Eulogium.) and ſaid he was a Forerunner of 
of Antichriſt that aſſumed any ſuch arrogant Title, He 
allow'd it lawful for Prieſts to marry, wou'd not ſuffer 
Images to be worſhipped, but retained only for Hiſtory 
and Memory. A ſuccceding Pope alſo declared in the 
Canon Law, that in ſuch Dioceſes where the People were 
of different Languages, the Biſhop ſhou'd provide fit 
Men to celebrate Divine Service, and adminiſter the Sa- 
crament of the Church, according to the Diverſity cf 
Rites, and Variety of Languages. 
| From all theſe Inſtances, it is evident that the Church 
of Rome is corrupted, and has departed from her Primi- 
tive Doctrines; and it is alſo plain that her principal 
Doctors were perſuaded of it, becanſe a Reformation 
was propoſed in the Piſan Council, Anno 1411. 

Ons. Thing I've omitted in the above Recital, which, 
tho* ridiculous almoſt to take Notice of, muſt not paſs 
without a Mark, becauſe of the Uſe the Romiſh Im- 

Poſtors 


La 

poſtors make of it among the ignorant; it is their Man- 
ner of exorciſing or caſting out evil Spirits. The whole 
Form may be read in Biſhop Taylor's little 'I'reatiſe, 
call'd, A Di ſſuaſive from Popeny; which, I would recom- 
mend to every common Reader, as very proper to give 
him a general View of the Romiſh Errors, and to fortify 
him againſt any Infinuations from that Quarter. The ri- 
diculous and blaſphemous Ceremony, .I muſt refer the 
Reader to my Author for; but it may be worth while 
to tranſcribe his Reflections upon it. 

Tk caſting out of Devils is a miraculous Power, and 
given at firſt for the Confirmation of Chriſtian Faith, as 
the Gifts of "Tongues and Healing were ; and therefore . 
we have Reaſon to believe, that, becauſe it is not an ordi- bs” 
nary Power, the ordinary Exorciſms caſt out no more De- 
=o vils, than Extreme Unction cures Sicknefles. We do not 

envy, to any one, any Grace of Gop, but wiſh it were more 
modeſtly e unleſs it could be more evidently | 
proved. Orx1GtN condemn'd this whole Procedure of EE 
conjuring Devils long ſince. Tf any one asks, ( lays he) + 
aher her it be fit to adjure Devils? He that beholds Feſtus 
commanding over Devils, and alſo giving Power to his Diſ- 
ciples over all unclean Spirits, and 0 heal Diſeaſes, will 
ſay, that to adjure Devils is not according to the Power 
given by our Bleſſed Saviour; for it is a Fewiſh Trick. 
And St. Chryſoſtom ſpoke ſoberly and truly, Ve poor 
Wretches cannot drive away the Flies, much leſs Devils. 

Bur then as to their Manner of Conjurations and Exor- 
ciſms, adds he, This we ſay, If theſe Things come from 
Gow, let them ſhew their Warrants, and their Books of 

| Precedents : If they come not from Cop, they are fo like 
the Inchantments of Baraam, the old Heathens, and 

0 the modern Magicians, that their Original is ſoon diſcover- 
Af ed. Then after obſerving their Application of theſe 

| Charms, not only to Men and all baptized Infants, (as if | 
they were all poſſeſſed by the Devil) but alſo to bewitch- T3 
| ed Cattle, to Mice and Locuſts, to Milk and Lettice, to 1 
þ Houſes and Tempeſts, after the Manner of the Heathen 
Inchantments ; of theſe Things, ſays he, we cannot gueſs 
at any Probable Principle, except they have derived 'em 
| from the Jewiſh Cabala, or the Exorciſms which it is 
| ſaid $Sor.omoN us'd, when he had conſented to Idolatry. 


| — 
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Bur theſe Things are ſo unlike the Wiſdom and Sim- 
plicity, the Purity and Spirituality of Chriſtian Devotion; 
arc ſo perfectly of their own deviſing, and wild Imagina- 
tions; are ſo full of dirty Superſtitions, and ignorant 
Fancies, that there are not in the World many Things, 
whoſe Sufferance and Practice can more deſtroy the Beau- 
ty of Holineſs, or reproach a Church, or Society of 


Chriſtians, 


SSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSS 


That the above mentioned Opinions were intro- 
duced for evil Ends. 


IMPLICIT Faith, or believing as the Church be- 
lieves, was a Doctrine unknown in St. CyriL's 
Time, who bade his young Chriſtians not believe the 
Things he ſaid, becauſe he affirm'd them, unleſs he 

rov'd them to be ſo out of the Holy Scripture. Tis a 
* Suſpicion of a falſe Religion, to deſire to be taken 
upon Content, without Examination; which is tlie Policy 
of the Popiſh Prieſts to ſecure their evil Principles from 
being look'd into, and making the People depend on them 
as infallible Guides, while they can thus lead em blind- 


fold, and obtrude any Doctrines to ſerve their Intereſt, 


under Pretence of true Religion, | 


AvuR1CULAR Confeſſion to a Prieſt was voluntary of 
old, and only us d in particular Caſes, as in Troubles and 
Doubts of Conſcience. "Tis now made neceſſary at ap- 
pointed Seaſons, probably to make the Prieſt Maſter of 
every Man's Secrets, 


MAINTAINING Monaſteries independant of their re- 


ſpective N and freeing all Eccleſiaſticks from the 


Authority of their natural Princes, was in order to have 
Subjects in all Countries, to ſupport the Pope's Intereſt 
and give him Intelligence. | 
Taz Pope's Supremacy, creating their Maker in the 
Maſs, &c. all introduc'd for ambitious Defigns, and to ſet 
the Prieſts higher in the Peoples Eſteem and Veneration. 
Purgatory and Prayers for the Dead, the Daughters 
of Covetouſneſs, and the moſt inexhauſtible Treaſures of 


the Roman Church. Fear of loſing ſo conſiderable an 


8 Income, 


[6] 
* 

Income, the Occaſion of the Pope's not coming into the 
Reformation, 

ManRrAce of Prieſts forbid, that the Church may be 
Tleir to all their Eſtates. 

The ſaid Opinions eſtabliſhed by evil Means. 

ArrzERx the Decay of the Weſtern Empire, and the 
 Irruprion of the Goths and Vandals, a general Ignorance 

overipread the Face of all Europe. A fit Time for Er- 
rors and falſe Doctrine to make their Way into, and be 
eſtabliſh'd in the Church. Add to this, the Deſolation of 
the famous Eaſtern Churches by the Inundations of the 
Turks and Saracens. Here the Pope had neither Empe- 
ror, nor Patriarch to oppoſe him for a long Time, which 
adminiſter'd a proper Occaſion for his unjuſt Uſurpations, 
and ſubjccting all the Weſt to his Vaſſallape. 

Nor to mention the barbarous and inhuman Means, by 
which they ſecur'd this Uſurpation ; what Perſecutions 
they raiſed againſt the om HET Bohemians, and Wick- 


leviſts ; how they deſtroyed with Fire and Sword all that 


reſiſted their Innovations. It is to be obſerv'd, that the 
Roman Church was the firſt Author of putting Men to 


Neath for that which they call Hereſy : Which 1s contrary 


to the Rules of Chriſtianity (2 T7. 11. 24, 25,) and O- 
Pinion and Practice of the antient Church. St. GxtGory 
ſays, it was a new and unheard of Way of preaching, to 


force Men by Stripes to believe. ( Epiſt. ad Epiſt. 


Conſtantinop.) | | 
MirAcLzs one of the chief Foundations, and moſt 
authentick Proofs for Invocation of Saints, e rms" 
of Images and Relicts, Purgatory, Pilgrimages, and mo 
other of the gainful Articles of Nen hurch : Yet 
St. CyurRys05sToOM tclls us, there were no Pootſteps of 
the Power of Miracles left in the Church in his Time. 
(de Sacerdotio, Lib. 4.) And St. GRE GORY (Hom. 4.) 


thinks them urneceſſary among Believers ; and ſo did St. 


AvutrusTIN (de ver. Rylig.) with others. Yet their 
Legends are ſtuffed with Miracles, pretended to be 
wreught by Saints both living and dead, to infuſe the Be- 
lief of the moſt incredible Pictions into the Minds of the 


People. Such as ſucceeding Popes were aſham'd of, and 


therefore expung'd em out of the Breviaries, when the 


talſc Doctrine for which theſe Fables were devis'd, were 
| firmly 
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firmly eſtabliſh'd in the Minds of the Superſiitious and 


Ignorant, 


Ir theſe Legends were falſe, how came the infallible 
Church to inſert em in her publick Offices? If true, how 
came ſhe afterwards to reject them? 

Wrar Artifices have they us'd in forging Records to 
atteſt their new DoQrines, more eſpecially that of the 
Pope's Supremacy ; they alſo ſent — ſeveral ſpuri- 
ous Pieces under Great Names, to delude an illiterate 
Age into a Veneration for their Church, and her Deci- 
fions. Theſe are now rejected by the Learned among 
the Papiſts themſelves ; but yet tho' the Premiſes, from 
whence they are inferred, arc voided, the Concluſions are 

et retain d. Such are the Decretal Epiſtles of all the 

opes from Clemens, down to Pope Syricius, An. 335. 
theſe were formerly appeal'd to as good Authorities, Part 
of them tranſcribed into the Canon Law, tho' now con- 
feſſed by moſt of the learned Papiſts tor mere Forgerics. 
Nor did the Papacy bluſh to alledge for its Supre- 
macy the pretended Donation of Conſtantine the Great, 
wherein he is feign'd to make the Pope Head over the 
whole Church, and Superior' to all the four Patriarchs 
af the Eaſt, (naming Conſtantinople for one, which City 
was not then built) giving him in Fee the City of Rome, 
and all Italy, with all the Provinces of the Roman Em- 
Pare, (and yet he gave all theſe to one of his Sons after- 
wards) this ridiculous Edict was often alledged by the 
Popes of old to back their Uſurpations, It was formerly 
receiv'd without Suſpicion, by the learnedeſt of the Ro- 
man Doctors, but is now a Days generally diſown'd by 
all Romaniſts, who are aſham'd (as they may well) of 
one of the moſt impudent For geries that ever was. To 
theſe we may add, the ſtrange Recognitions of Clement, 
the ridiculous Council of Sinueſſa, the Pontifical aſcribed 
to Pope Damaſus, the ſixty new Cannons pahn'd by Tur- 
rian upon the general Council of Nice, with innumerable 
other Tracts of the ſame Stamp; all evidently forged, 
E long maintain'd by the Church of Rome, to ſupport 


er Uſurpations. | 
Wx may next inſtance in the ſuppreſſing or corrupting 
truę Records. For Example: The Pope's Legares, not 
an hundred Years after the General Council of Nice, pro- 
duced two Canons to prove the Pope's Right to receives. 
B 2 Appeals 


„ 
Appeals, in the famous Council of Carthage, An. 419. 
which they father'd upon the ſaid Nicene Council; tho' 
they were found wholly different from all the beſt Manu- 
ſcripts of that Council then extant, particularly from two 
very eminent ones, ſent for by the African Fathers from 
Conſtantinople and Alexandria ; they are alſo repugnant 
to the genvine Editions of the Nicene Council now ex- 
tant. The Council of Carthage rejected theſe pretended 
Canons, as we alſo do now. Pope Lee alſo, in his Epi- 
ſtle to Theodoſius the Emperor, quotes a Canon of a par- 
ticular and dubious Council at Sardica, of later Date and leſs 
Authority, ſetting it out for a Canon of the General Coun- 
cl} at Nice: Not to mention the Edit. of the Councils put out 
by Dionyſius Exiguus about the Year 520, which was the 
only 1 Copy that was current in theſe Weſtern 
Parts, becauſe it left out ſeveral Canons of General Coun- 
ö cils in favour of the Pope's Supremacy, becauſe they 
lf ſeem'd to look quite Way from it. | 
{it Ir would be an endleſs Taſk to recount all the Addi- 
[ tions, Retrenchments and Alterations that have been made 
in the Roman Edittons ot the Councils fince the Pope's 
Supremacy came upon the Board, all to countenance that 
Antichriſtian Uſurpation. The Reader may ſee this is 
| no unjuſt Exprobration of mine, by looking into an inge- 
i nious Eflay of the Roman Forgeries, printed at London, 
1 1673. Out of a thouſand we may gi ve a Sample of an 
evident Piece of Falſification; the 3 5th Canon of the 
Council of Laodicea fotbids the Faithful to call on the 
Name of Angels, which manifeſ ly condemns the Roman 
if Practice and Doctrine of praying to Angels. Hereupon 
18 they have moſt impudently foited in Angulos, Angles or 
| Corners, inſtead of Angelos, Angels, contrary to all the Greek 
+ Copies, Fathers, and all the Latin Manuſcripts, which read 
1 it Angels. Even Pope Adrian himſelf (before the Wor- 
4 ſhip of Angels was known in the Church) read it An- 
li gels in his Epitome of the Canons he ſent to Charles the 
ll; Great. Thus have they corrupted Councils to make them 
{peak for their Opinions and Practiſes, nor have the Fa- 
thers t.red better in their Hands. St. Cyprian, pub- 
liſhed by Pamelits, is alter'd in abundance of Places, 
contrary to the antient Copies. To ſuborn his Voice to 
the Pope's Supremacy, the Editor has made him Bay, 
where 


— 


where he is ſpeaking of the Churches, being ſounded 
ſuper Petram upon a Rock, ſuper Petrum upon Peter. 
LuDovicus Vives tells us, there are about half a 
Score Lines aſſerting Purgatory, inſerted into Sr. Auguſtin 
de Civ. Dei. There is alſo another manifeſt falſification in 
him concerning the Euchariſt. But I am tired of tran- 
ſcribing any more Inſtances of ſo much unfair dealing; 
which all good Men moſt look upon with the ſame ab- 
horrence they wou'd do upon ſuborning falſe Witneſſes, 
or forging Writings to atteſt a Lye, and that of the 
greateſt Importance: And yet this Villany is counte- 
nanced by the Church of Rome, nay authorized and pro- 
moted, as n from the Belgick Inquiſitors, (who 
were employ d by it) and as they tell us, expunge many 
Errors in ſome of the Antients, in others palliate and ex- 
cuſe them, or by feigning a commentitious Gloſs, either deny 
or fix a commodious Senſe to their Nords. After this 
Manner did they uſe St. Ambroſe's Works, altering whole 
Pages together, contrary to all antient Manuſcripts, But 
we have a memorable Teſtimony of theſe ſcandalous 
and wicked Practices from the Mouth of Boxhornius, 
one of their Divinity Profeflors at Lovain, who was en- 
gaged by Authority in ſuch an infamous Employment; he 
ſhall ſpeak for himſelf. Having been employ'd (ſays he) 
by the Inquiſitors, to ſtrike out at leaſt ſix hundred Places 
the Antients, that ſeem d to oppoſe the Roman Doftrines, 
J was ſo troubled in Mind upon it, that it was the Occa- 
ſion of my turning Proteſtant, and made me reſolve to quit 
that Religion, which cou'd not ſupport itſelf without ſuch 
manifeſt Impoſtures. Henr. Boxhorn. de Euchariſtia. 
* Now my Friends, after ſuch faithful Remonſtrances, 
after ſuch preſſing and unanſwerable Objections, after ſo 
many Conteſſions of the beſt and learnedeſt Men of your 
own Party, that the Roman Church is corrupred, that 
numberleſs Innovations are crept in, both into your Faith 
and Practice, and that you truſt yourſelves not ſo much 
with blind Guides, as thoſe that wou'd lead you blind- 
fold, and endeavour to hedge up every Outlet that wou'd 
RCRA , 64 15 
* The Index Expurgatorius, 4 Book that directs theſe Falſiſica- 
tions, is 4 ſtanding Evidence of the Matter of Fact; and, as it 
is now come into Proteſlant Hands, will be a Monument to the 
everlaſting Infamy of the Roman Church, ; 
5 bring 
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bring you out of the high Road of Error, into the Way 
of Light and Truth; is it not the Height of Extrava 
gance, the moſt fatal Obſtinacy, to be ſo blind to your 
eternal Welfare, and give yourſelves up to theſe falſo 
and deſigning Guides, when your Eyes are open'd an 
the right Way clearly pointed out . 8 
1 You ſec your Leaders ſticx at no Artifices to delude 
4 you ; make no Conſcience of ſuhorning falſe Witneſſes to 
atteſt they are in the Right; corrupt the beſt Authori- 
ties to make 'em connive at them ; or entirely ſuppreſs 
thoſe, that are no Way to be crooked and bended to their 
| Purpoſe ; and thus Pope Clement the 8ch put the Bible 
into his Index of prohibited Books. All Editions and 
Tranſlations of it, but their own, are condemn'd and 
burnt, Thus it is an eaſv Matter to beguile the People 
into a Belief that their DoRrines are purely Primitive | 
| and Catholick, when they have removed all the Gain- | 
4 fayers out of the Way. But what is all this deteſtible { 
4 forging, this Suppreſſion of the Truth, but a plain Con- 
l; feeſſion, that Scripture and Antiquity are againſt them, 
i and that their Innovations and Impoſtures would be ex- 
[4 pos'd and unmask'd, were but theſe allow'd to bring in 
li their Depoſitions? Surely the moſt bigotted to the Church 
| of Rome cannot ſo far renounce his Senſe and Reaſon, as 
if not to perceive and believe, that thoſe that make no Scru- 
[ ple of writing and maintaining a Lye by any Methods 
=— they can deviſe, ſo that they ſerve the Intereſt of their 
lf Church in it, would not in the leaſt be more tender in 
4 teaching and infuſing it into Others; and are not theſe 
il molt warrantable Teachers to traſt your Souls with, your | 
| eternal Salvation ! Are thoſe that corrupt the Remains of 15 
if the Saints deceas'd, fit to be commiſſion'd over the Souls ; 
"} of the Living ? Surely a Man muſt bid farewel to com- 
mon Senſe, that ſhall thus chuſ® his own Deluſion, and be 
a cullied with his Eyes open into the Hazard of eternal Ruin. 
W Bur now that you are undeceived, what is it that en- 
if gages you to this Apoltate Church? ut your Fathers 
[118  evere of the fume Perſuaſion, and there were as good Men 
i 7 hen, tis hop'd, as there are now amongſt us. Now I de- 
1 fire it may be conſider'd, that your Fathers liv'd in an 
if Age when theſe Errors were not detected; they had not 
ny an Opportunity of detecting them, otherwiſe as good 
Men they wou'd have abandon'd a Church that ty rannical- 
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ly impos'd them on their Belief and Practice; and we 
ſnould have ſeen you, their Deſcendants, of the ſame Op- 
nion with ourſelves, But now their Excuſe is happily 
remov'd, nor can you any longer plead it; we live in an 
Age wherein your Church's Nakedneſs is laid open, and 
her Turpitude expoſed. Be pleas'd to conſider that the 
Doctrines are not the better for having been generally re- 
ceiv'd, ſince they were obtruded on the World by Fraud, 
by Force, by evil Means, and for evil Ends, and for that 
Reaſon ought to be deteſted and abjured by all good 
Men. And thus what was once deſigned to conciliate a 
Reverence and Efteem for the Roman Church (when 
laid open for Trick and Impoſture) muft proclaim her 
Shgme and Diſgrace ; and be fo far from tying Men to 
its Communion, that it muſt inſtigate every ſincere and 

ious Chriſtian to revolt from a Church, that has revolted 
trom itsſelf; its primitive Glory and Purity. And thus, 
what ſome of her own Doctors prophecied, is fully ac- 
compliſhed, by endeavouring to attach her Members the 
more to her, ſhe has made all truly diſcerning Men turn 
away from her. | | 

Bur it may be inſinuated that thoſe pious Frauds 
were intended to advance the Intereſts of Religion, and 
that theſe Innovations are a Furtherance to Piety and 
Devotion. 

To which I anſwer, that it is a receiv'd Maxim, that 
we ſhould never do evil that good may come of it; and 
{urely forging of Lyes to ſupport the Truth, and bring it 
into more eſteem, is a diſhonouring Gop, and diſcredit- 
ing Religion: It is affronting Go p, for what is it, but 
accuſing him of nor employing ſufficient Means of making 
Religion be believ'd and pracliſed 2 It is laying Religion 
under diſgrace, by uſing the ſame Attiſi ces to ſupport it, 
as if it had been an Impoſture. Beſides, if it appear, 
that ſeveral of your Principles and Practices are ſo far 
from advancing the true Ends of Religion, that they are 
found to be impediments to Devotion, and hinderances to 
a Holy Life, and tend to the diſhonour of Gop by coun- 
termanding his Precepts, and diſobeying his Laws, while 
| laying aſide the Commandment of God, ye hold the Tradition 

of. Men, how do you think to excuſe yourſelves before ei- 
ther Cop or Man, by adhering to a Church that tyranni- 
cally enjoins ſuch Doctrines? For do they not Command 
| ſuch 
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ſuch Things as are expreſly forbidden of Gop, as the 
Worſhip of Images, Exod. 20. 4. and Prayer in an un- 


known Tongue? 1. Cor. 14. 28. do they not forbid what 


Gop has allowed, as the Marriage of Prieſts ? Heb. 13. 4. 
1 Cor. 7. 2. Chap. 9. 5. 1 Tim. 3. 2. 12. Have they not 
alio taken away the Cup from the Laity, and made a 
Decree about it, notwithſtanding our Lok 's appointment 
to the contrary? Do they not intrench upon God's Prero- 
gative, in preſuming to diſpenſe with his Laws, as in the 
Caſe of Matrimony and Divorce, of Vows, Oaths, Con- 
tracts, Indulgerces in all Manner of Sins, not to mention 
Murder, &c. ? | 1 
Now that your other Practices are deſtruQtive of true 
Devotion, pray let it be confider'd, if it be not the highgft 
Derogation to the Diving Majeſty to Worſhip him, an in- 
finite and inviſible Being, by an Image, or any ſuch low 
Repreſentation ? Is it not ſinking our Conceptions of the 
Supreme Being, and , inſtead of raiſing up our Ideas to 
him, is it not bringing him down to our groſs and carnal 
Notions? And I wiſh the great Scandal and Averſion to 
the Chriſtian Religion, this Way of Image-Worſhip has 
given to the Modern Jews and Mahometans, may not be 
laid to your Door. Again, does not the Doctrine of the 
Merit of Works, reflect a maniteſt Diſgrace on the Merits of 
Chriſt in his glorious Redemption and Satisfaction for our 


Sins upon the Croſs ? Whatever ſome of you may think of 


the Matter, ſcveral of your Writers Antient and Modern have 
thought ſo. What leſs can we think it than Blaſphemy, 
to ſay with your Bellarm ine, that a Man may be ſaid to 
be his own Redeemer without any Injury to CHR RI? 
Bellarm. de Purgator. Surely thoſe can have no very great 
eſteem for CngisrT's Merits and Satisfaction, who can 
preſume to think it in their own Power to redeem them- 
ſelves, and ſatisfy for their own Sins. Let us alſe conſider 
your praying to Saints and Angels, eſpecially the Bleſſed 
Virgin, and making them your Patrons and Advocates, and 
applying to em in all your Neceſſities, even in the laſt Ex- 
tremities : Now I appeal to yourſelves, whether this does 
not make Prayers to God thro' IESVbu CHRIS r, univerſally 
neglected amongſt you, particularly the Vulgar, who ſay 
ten Ave Mary's for one . Noſter. Do you impiouſly 
think the Bleſſed Virgin and the Saints, more merciful and 
ready to hear than Jzsvs Curisr your SAVICOUR ? 


And 


L + 
And is it not the greateſt Diſhonour to his Mediatorſhip, 
to leave Jeſus, that one Mediator, I. Tim. it. 5. ( who, we 
are ſure, doth always hear us, and 1s both moſt ready to 
pity, and beſt able to ſuccour us) to put up your Peti- 
tions to Go p by thoſe, of whom even your own Doctors 
doubt whether they know any thing that is done below, 
and the CE gives it as a clear Caſe, that they do 
not. I am ſure, plain Reaſon muſt ſatisfy any Man, 
that it is Lnpoſlible they ſhou'd hear ſo many different 
Prayers in ſo many different Places all at the ſame time; 
for that ſuppoſes them to have the incommunicable Per- 
fections of the Divine Nature inherent in them, or im- 
parted to them; as Archbiſhop Tillotſon argues, viz. 
Omnipotence, Omniſcience, and Omnipreſence. Some per- 
haps may deny the Fact, and face us out, that you have 
no ſuch Practices, as praying to the bleſſed Virgin, and to 
Saints and Angels ; eſpecially for ſuch Things, as we are 
wont to pray unto God for: As the Author of the An- 
ſwer to the Archbiſhop's Sermons had the A ſſurance to 
do, and challenges any Man to find any Prayer of that 
Import in either the Miſſal or Breviary. Now this is 
downright Prevarication, and meer Quibble ; for does he 
not own in the Litany of the Saints, and in the General 
Confeſſion, they pray to Saints? And when he denies thar 
this Prayer to the Virgin Mary, — Deliver us, we beſeech 
you, by your Command, from all our Sins, is found in the 
Publick Office of the Bleſſed Virgin, annex'd to the Bre- 
viary, which the Archbiſhop inſtances in ; he cannot de- 
ny that it is in the Office of the Bleſſed Virgin, tho he 

does not find it in that Office annex d to the Breviary. 

Beſides, is not this a Prayer conſtantly uſed to her? 
Maria, Mater gratiæ, Mater miſericordie, tu nos ab hoſte 
pr otege, et hora mortis ſuſcipe. This is aſcribing Almighty 
Power to her. Solve vincla reis, Profer lucem cæcis, is 
ot the ſame Strain. One might bring thouſand Inſtances 
of the like Sort of Addreſſes from the Hymns «and Pub- 
lick Offices of your Church : Tis own'd ſeveral of the 
moſt ſcandalous ones have been left out in the late Cor- 
rections of your Publick Services; but thoſe here quoted. 
with ſeveral more of the ſame Strain, are yet retained. 
Don't you alſo * for Pardon of Sins and everlaſting 
Life to the Angels? Angelorum concio ſacra, Arc hangelo- 
rum turma inclyta, noſtra — jam peccata, præ- 


ſtando 


[14] 
ſtamdo ſupernam Celi gloriam. The Council of Trent 
© handled this Article of praying to Saints and Angels in a 
very flipht and indeterminate Manner: As on one hand 
they had no Mind to give Offence to the ignorant Zealots 
amongſt them, by abrogating this Cuſtom ; ſo, on the 
other, not to be thought to have done nothing upon this 
þ Head, they ſaid ſome general Things, which inſtead of 
{> removing, or even diſcountenancing the ſeveral Abuſes, 
* left the People more confirm'd in their Superſtition, 
which became authoriz d, and one may ſay recommended, 
by their Governours making no Correction in them. 
To conclude all; I will only add, that the Corruptions 
of the Church both in Doctrine and Practice, were ſo 
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ö undeniable by all good Men at the Time of Luther's ap- 
q pPearing, that a Reformation was almoſt univerſaily call'd 
„ r, and was oppoſed by none but thoſe who found the 

- part Advantages in theſe Corruptions, that is, the 
1 Pope, and his Dependants. And this is confeſſed by the 


moſt eminent Writers in the Church of Rome. Such was 
Caſſander, a good, great, and learned Man, who died in 
that Communion, and yet ſaid as much in Favour of the 
Engliſh Reformation, as amounts to an excellent Defence 
and Recommendation of ii. We have another great Ad- 
vocate in Ferus a Spaniard and Roman Catholick, whoſe 
Works were in great Eſteem in his Country, and who has 
charged the Church of Rome with Error and Corruption 
in Seventy Seven Points. You ſee then the Roman 
Church is far from being infallible, by the Confeſſion of 
ſome of her moſt “ learned Doctors, and ſince this pre- 
tended impregnable Fortreſs is demoliſh'd, every one 
with half an Eye'may fee ſhe has nothing wherewith to 
hold out againſt the ſeveral Charges of Error with which 
we attack her from ſo many Quarters, and conſequent! 
he muſt leave her Party and come over to the Re Rd, 
as he tenders his eternai Salvation. 


EEC 


* For the Readers Satisfaction, I ſpall produce a Cloud of Wie- 
neſſes, great and excellent Perſons, who lived before the Reforma- 
tion, and beavily complained of the intollerable Corruptions and Er- 
rors of the Church; ſuch were St. Barnard, Clemangis, Groſthead, 
Marſilius, Ocham, Alyarus, Abbat Joachim, Petrarch, in” 

| | 8 alla, 


* , 


7" I — 
r 
— * wv N . Se 


3 x69 n 
Valla, Eraſmus, Mantuan, Gerſon, Ferus, Caſſander, Andreas Fri 
cius revius, Hermannus Colonienſis, e 17 Archdeacon of 
Verdun, Paulus e. Staphilus Teleſphorus de Cuſentia, Doctor 
Talbeymius, Cardinal Francis Zabarel, and Pope Adrian himſelf, with 
ſeveral Others : To theſe we may add, the Complaints of almoſt all 
Chriſtian Princes and Kingdoms. HL 
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